Vol. 76, No. 11 NOVEMBER, 1931 One Dollar a Year 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 
Scriptures 


itad z me 
oy Keon 
sien = 9M CoN ser Bah 


tty te 
, ae 
Pie is Bake 
” 3 . +A 
bse ey 
eee 


MS 


is a 
e Jord and read 


Tsaiah 34:10 


BSc iM 
¢ Book of th 


— 


FACSIMILE OF UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY—DECEMBER 6—POSTER 
(See page 172) 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, NOVEMBER, 1931 One Dotiar a YEAR 

Published monthly by the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York . 
Entered as second-class matter Decenber 3, 1923, at the post office at New York, N. Y., under the bs, Based Sed 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Sec. 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on Decem > b 


Vou. 76, No. 11 


Officers, Managers, and Agencies of the American Bible Society 


President Emeritus 
E, Franois Hypn, New York 


President 


Vice-Presidents 


Henry J. ALupn, LL.D., Kan. 
FRANK A. Horne, N. Y. 

FraNK O. Lowpen, LL.D., Ill. 
HERMAN J. SOHAFER, Mo. 
Epwarp 8. JountTt, Ky. 

Horacyn WHITE, La. 

ELLWwoop C. PurisHo, LL.D., N. C. 
Mrs. Augusta R. Moorp, Okla. 

J. Hpnry Baknr, Md, 

Rosprt R. Morton, LL.D., Ala. 

R. L. SmityH, Tex. 

Rosert L, Cargioxk, Ky. 

SaM STREHTMAN, Tex. 

JoHN R. Hawkins, D. C. 

Henry S. Stwarns, M.D., N. Y. 
Wm. PHILLIPS HALL, N. Y. 

S. G. Arxkins, LL.D., N. C. 


Wane H. Eis, LL.D., D. C. 

Wm. Jay SOHIBFFELIN, Ph.D., N. Y. 
Wm. TyYon PHELPS, Litt.D., Conn. 

Miss EVANGELIND BootH, N. Y. 

A, A. Hypp, Kan. 

ELBERT A. HARVEY, Mass. 

C. EpGark ANDERSON, N. Y. 

E. CLARENCE MILLER, LL.D., Pa. 

Lewis T. M. Siooum, IIL 

Rozpert B. Scort, Ga, 

J. L, Krart, Ill. | 
JoHN §S, FISHER, Pa. 
FRANK J. Harwoop, Wis. 

Rogpert EB. Spenr, D.D., N. Y. 

HirRAM BINGHAM, Litt.D., Conn. 

JosiaH _H. PENNIMAN, LL.D., Pa. 

JoHN H. Finupy, LL.D., N. Y. 


CHARLES BW. Huauns, LL.D., N. Y. 
JoHN R. Mort, LL.D., N. Y. 

Rosert Dowwar, Calif. 

JosHuA LEVPRING, Md. 

Jamps N. GAMBLE, Ohio 

CHRISTOPHDR MATHESON, Okla. 

B. PRESTON CLARK, Mass. 

CarL E. MILLIKEN, LL.D., Me. 
WILLIAM §, PILLING, Pa. 

Mrs. Winupy J. SHmPARD, N. Y. 
TuHos. C. Day, Ind. 

Harry P. Conversn, Ky. 

Junius E. Brat, Mich. 

Water L. STOOKWHLL, N. Dak. 
Henry St. Grorch TuoKer, LL.D., Va. 
WILLIAM HALLs, Jr., N. J. 

Westby L. Jonms, Wash. 


Recording Secretary 
Rey. Lewis B. CHAMBERLAIN, D.D. 


Assistant Secretary 
CHARLYS W. FowLp 


General Secretaries 


Rev. Erto M. NortuH, Ph.D., D.D. 
Rey. Grorem WILLIAM Brown, M.A, 


Treasurer 
GILBERT DARLINGTON 


Managers 


TERM—1930 to 1934 


JosmHPpH S. AUERBAOH, Litt.D, 
DANIEL BURKD 

FranNK H. MANN 

ERNEST M. BOWMAN 
ELISABETH B. CUTTING 
JamMps M, StTuarT 

HowarD WHITTEMORD 

PavuL T. JonnS 


THRM—1928 to 1932 


Rosoop C. E. Brown, Litt.D. 
JOHN T. MANSON 

Grorch Woo.usEy, M.D. 
ALFRED BUSSELLD 

WILLIAM P. STEVENSON, LL.D. 
Mrs. JoHN FERGUSON 

Wm. ALBERT HARBISON 

JAMES H. Post 

Grorep TIFFANY 

JamMuEs T. VAN STEHNBERGH 


TBEM—1929 to 1933 


WINTHROP M. TUTTLD 
OrRIN R. Jupp 
ELLWooD M. RABENOLD 
HERBERT §. BAKER 
EpwarD S. MALMAR 
WILLIAM W. HAL 
JHBREMIAH R. VAN 


TERM—1931 to 1935 


Grorcn D. BEATTYS 
ARLANDO MARINE 
FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS 
JaMEs R. Joy, LL.D. 
CHARLES F, DARLINGTON 
Stnras F. HatLoox, M.D. 
Mrs, WILLIAM BORDEN 
ARTHUR L. BROWN 

Ray CLaRKD TILLINGHAST 


BRUNT 


of Board Committees 


Ruv. M. G. G. SouERnR, D.D. 
Rey. FREDERIOK W. JACKSON 
Rrv. Minot C. Morean, D.D. 
BisHop F, J. MoCoNNBLL, D.D. 


Ministerial Members 


Pror. OswaLp T. ALLIS, Ph.D. 
Rey. Jamps Parker, Ph.D. 
Pror. JOHN H. Raven, D.D. 
Pror. Howarp C. Rogsins, D.D, 


Rey. FRANK Mason North, D.D. 
Rev. H. A. Stimson, D.D. 

Rev. R S§. Ineuis, D.D. 

Rev. Ezra 8. Tippin, D.D. 


Rev. T. H. MAcKkenzin, D.D. 
Rev. Rospprt M. HopxKINs, D.D. 
Pror. J. BewTon Daviss, D.D. 


Agency among the Colored People of the United South Atlantic Agency—vVirginia, West Vir- Southwestern Agency—Texas, Oklahoma, Loui- 


States: ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, siana, and Arkansas. 
Ruy. Eric M. Norru, D.D., General Sec- Georgia, and Florida. Rwy. J. J. Morgan, 905 Main St., Dallas, 
tary, in charge, Bible House, Astor Rov. M. B. Portmr, 218 North Adams St., Texas. 
Place, N. Y. Richmond, Va. 


BHastern Agency—New York State and adjacent 
regions not otherwise cared for, 
CHARLES W. Fow.n, Bible House, 
Place, N. Y. 


Atlantic Agency—Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Roy. Frank P. Parkin, D.D., 701 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


National Capital Agency—Maryland, Delaware, 
and District of Columbia. 
Woodward Bldg., Washington, D. C. 


Astor 


West Indies Agency—Jos® MAROIAL-DORADO, 
126 San Miguel Street, Havana, 
Cuba. 


Mexico Agency—Sr. H. T. MARROQUIN, Apar- 
tado 1373, Mexico City, Mexico. 


Caribbean Agency—Rny. RayMonp R. GrueG- 
ory, Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone, 


Upper Andes Agency—JOHN RITOHIN, Apar- 
tado 448, Edificio Belen, Lima, Peru. 


Central Agency—Ohio, Kentucky, 
Alabama, and Mississippi. 


Rey. FRANK Marston, D.D., 424 Elm St., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Northwestern Agency—Illinois, Indiana, Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Mis- 
souri (excepting Kansas City), North Da- 
kota, and South Dakota, 


Rev. J. L. MoLaveuuin, D.D., 35 East 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Il. 


Tennessee, 


Foreign Agencies 


Io Plata Agency—Rnv. Pavt Prnzorrt, 
Calle Corrientes 728, Buenos Aires, Ar- 
gentina. 

Brazil Agency—Ruv. Hucu C. TuoKnr, D.D., 
Caixa do Correio 454, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

Levant Agency—Rny. J. Osoar Boyp, D.D:, 
1, Parkring, 8, Vienna, Austria, 


Arabic-Levant Agency — C. 8. Butt, P. O, 
Box 724, 6A Sharia Nubar Pasha, 
Cairo, Egypt. 


Western Agency—Colorado, Kansas and Kansas 
City. Mo., Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana, 
Idaho, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico. 


Rey. ARTHUR F. RaGatz, D.D., 1515 Lari- 


mer St., Denver, Colo. 


Home Agencies 


Pacific Agency—California, Nevada, 
Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. 


Rev. A. WHsLEY MELL, 250 Golden Gate 
Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 


Oregon, 


Philippines Agency—REv. 
PRON, Box 755, No. 
Manila, P. I. 

Siam_ Agency—Rny. Rozurt Irwin, 
Road, Bangkok, Siam 

Ohina_ Agency—Ruy. G. CaRLeTon Laoy, 
D.D., “No. 102, Missions Building, 23 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, China. 

Japan Agency—Rny, Karu E. AURBELL, No. 
2, Shichome, Ginza (next door to Kyo- 
bunkwan), Tokyo, Japan. 


636 Isaac Peral, 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Bible Society of Maine—E. T. GARLAND, 
Portland. 


8t., Hartford, 


Sec., 
Connectiout Bible Sooiety—Ruv. SamMupL W. RayMOND, Sec., 7 Haynes 


19 Pine Street, 


Maryland Bible Society— 


9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore. 


Massachusetts Bible Society and Vermont Bible Society—Ruv. G. H. 
Sppnorr, D.D., Cor. Sec., 


41 Bromfield St., Boston. 


New Hampshire Bible Society—Epwarp A. Damn, Supt., 20 School St., Concord, N. H. 


G. Bruop Cau- 


New | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


VOLUME 76 


The Bible 


NOVEMBER, 1931 


NuMBeEr 11 
e 


and Wealth 


By Albert A. Hyde 


A Vice-President of the American Bible Society, and a successful banker and business man who 
has long made it a practice to give away the bulk of his large income 


ALBERT A. HYDE 


l S it not significant for the times that the one whom both Christendom and 
non-Christendom are now recognizing as the greatest prophet and teacher 
of all the ages had much more to say about the worries and troubles of the 
rich and the bad influences of wealth on human life and progress, than about 
the evils of poverty? While we all know that material poverty has been, and 
is to-day, the cause of untold suffering, poverty is far from being the greatest 
evil of the world, notwithstanding much contemporary thought and writing 
to the contrary. “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth,” said Jesus. 
one—‘‘Give me neither poverty nor riches.” 

God has given mankind this whole world to use, develop and dominate— 
certainly infinite riches and an endless calling. Almost His first commission 


And Agur’s prayer was doubtless a wise 


to man was to “subdue” the earth, with all its stored wealth and unknown forces, for the com- 
mon good. Obedience to this command has brought, and is bringing, great happiness to man,— 
as well as untold misery through our “covetousness,” which the Bible says is that old, old sin 
of “idolatry.” The first commandment still applies to all the nations. 

So rapidly is the world now moving, that more has probably been accomplished in the last 
hundred years toward “subduing” the earth, than in all the preceding centuries and millenniums of 
human existence. Behold! in every direction, riches! Earth’s products in such abundance that 
virtually every important market of the world is glutted, and prices are depressed beyond cost 
or precedent. 

Slowly but surely, we think, disillusionment as to the reality and true worth of possessions 
is coming. Material things, wealth, riches, have their economic value; but their perpetual own- 
ership and true worth have never changed, and never will. Gradually we are recognizing the truth 
of the statement of the beloved disciple, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” No, we . 
think, it is not the problems of poverty, but rather those connected with wealth, and its righteous 
use and distribution, which real progress has to solve. Perhaps the present cataclysm has come 


in order that we may learn what are the “true riches.” 
A few passages, from many which the Bible gives, clearly show the eternal principles gov- 


erning ownership and the happy use of wealth. 


Unchanging Ownership 


The earth is Jehovah’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein—Psalm 24. 


Our Lease 


Beware lest, when * * * thy herds and thy flocks, thy 
silver ‘and thy gold, are multiplied; then thy heart be 
lifted up, and thou forget Jehovah thy God, and say in 
thy heart, My power and the might of my hand hath 
gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember 
Jehovah thy God, for it is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth.—Deuteronomy 8. 


Christ’s Clear Command 


Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves 
break through and steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
consume, and where thieves do not break through nor 
- steal: for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart 
be also. —Matthew 6. 


His Practical Illustration 


The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: and he reasoned within himself, saying 
* * * Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry. But God 
said unto him, Thou foolish one, this night is thy 
soul required of thee; and the things which thou hast 
prepared, whose shall they be? So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.— 
Luke 12 

His Judgment Scene 

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
for I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me to drink; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
* # * Verily, I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye 
did it unto me.—Matthew 25. 
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“Searching the Scriptures” 


By George William Brown 


6¢Q’IEARCHING the Scriptures” is the theme 
for Universal Bible Sunday, which 
occurs this year on December 6. 

Amid the discouraging conditions confront- 
ing the world to-day, thoughtful Christians are 
turning hopefully to every available source of 
comfort and guidance. It is the conviction of 
the American Bible Society, that for the pres- 
ent distressing world situation the messages 
of Scripture have a significance never previous- 
ly paralleled. To-day apathetic leaders need 
the stirring, stinging challenges of the prophets 
of the eighth century B.c. To-day the dis- 
tressed overburdened masses need the comfort- 
ing reassuring promises which illumine every 
page of Holy Writ. To-day all sorts and con- 
ditions of men need the steadying and stimulat- 
ing words of Jesus found on the pages of the 
New Testament. 

With this conviction of the contribution 
which the Scriptures can make to the needs of 
the hour, the American Bible Society has pre- 
pared material to be used in the observance of 
Universal Bible Sunday, including the poster 
reproduced on the front cover of this issue of 
the Recorp. The original is in four colors. 

To over 80,000 pastors throughout the 
United States the Society has mailed copies 
of a message prepared by the Rev. Charles 
E. Jefferson, D.D., honorary minister of the 
Broadway Tabernacle of New York City, 
on the theme “Searching the Scriptures.” 
In Dr. Jefferson’s message the following para- 
graphs appear: 

“Christian people are not noted just now for 
their enthusiasm or their courage. The peace 
of God which passes understanding is absent 
from their hearts. They are timorous and wor- 
ried, cumbered with many cares. They are 


confused in their thinking, and their spirits are 
depressed. The saints do not show that in- 
trepidity of faith and incandescence of hope 
which one would expect to find in the follow- 
ers of the Son of God. 

“The time has come for us to take up again 
the Old Book. We need religion, a new vision 
of God, a new contact with God in Christ. The 
ancient wise man may be right after all—“The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.’ 
The Hebrew preacher may have made no mis- 
take when he said, ‘Fear God and keep his com- 
mandments, for this is the whole duty of man.’ 
We have the higher education, but it is evi- 
dently not high enough to get us where we 
ought to be. We have the new chemistry and 
the new psychology, but they do not give us a 
new heaven or a new earth. The Divine 
Library may hold a secret without which we 
cannot prosper. It may be that we shall never 
get out of our distresses until with one accord 
we begin to search the Scriptures.” 

Promoted yearly by the American Bible So- 
ciety, aided by cooperating state and city Bible 
Societies, Universal Bible Sunday aims to se- 
cure widespread concentration of attention 
upon the value of the Scriptures in meeting 
and solving the problems of life. Its observ- 
ance this year, in view of conditions which its 
teaching can alleviate, will be more than ordi- 
narily resultful. Quoting Dr. Jefferson again: 
“Generation after generation new light has 
broken out of the Holy Book, and there is still 
more light to break forth from it, if men will 
search the depth of its divine meaning. The 
Bible is a world power, and we release the 
power only as we read and ponder and incar- 
nate the great truths which are set forth in its 
pages.” 


New Secretary at Cleveland, Ohio 


HE Rev. A. Joseph Allen has been ap- 

pointed Acting Secretary of the Cleveland 
Division of the Society’s Agency among the 
Colored People. He will carry on the work 
previously done by the Rev. Saul A. Lucas, 
whose ill health necessitated his being relieved 
of all responsibility for a time. 

Mr. Allen is one of the best known ministers 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and is released for his new task from the pas- 
torate of the Euclid Avenue A. M. E. Church 
of Dayton, Ohio. The bishops’ council of his 


denomination, meeting recently in Norfolk, 
Virginia, approved of his release from pastoral 
duty and confirmed his new appointment. 

Mr. Allen will be responsible for the work 
of Bible distribution of the Society’s Colored 
Agency throughout the states of Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Ilinois, Indiana, Iowa, Pennsylvania, New 
York, New Jersey, and Delaware. For him in 
his new and difficult task is solicited the full co- 
operation of the large constituency which it is/ 
now his privilege to serve. The address of the 
Cleveland Office is 2316 East 55th Street. 
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The Bible and the Depression 


When the days are dark, men need its light. 

When the times are hard, men need its comfort. 

When the outlook is discouraging, men need its confidence. 
When despair is abroad, men need its word of hope. 


There are luxuries that may well be spared. There are even necessities that can be 
curtailed. But the Bible, indispensable at all times, is still more indispensable in times 
like these today. 

The Bible is not a book of political maxims or of economic theories. It is not a 
book of maxims or theories at all. It is a book of living principles. Its spirit is the 
spirit of brotherliness and good will. It is a summons to helpfulness: “Bear ye one 
another’s burdens.” It is a summons also to self-respecting independence: “Let every 
man bear his own burden.” It teaches charity, but also justice. It calls us to the giving 
and serving which the strong owe to the weak, and those who have to those who lack; 
but it also strikes straight and clear at the moral defects in individuals which are 
responsible for a large part of the poverty and suffering of the world; and also at the 
moral and economic defects in society, in business relations, and in the distribution of 
the common resources of the world, which are responsible for the remaining part. 

Christ is the only hope of individuals and of society. And the Bible is the only 
book which tells His story. It alone preserves His words, which are spirit and life. 
It alone records His deeds by which He saved the world, and would save it now if we 
would obey Him. 

The best thing men can do is to spread the Bible and to get it read and obeyed. 
This would be the end of hard times, of poverty, of unemployment, of injustice, or 
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wrong, or war. 


Rosert E. Speer. 


HIS ringing message from Dr. Speer is 

even more needed now than when he 
wrote it last winter. There is all about us a 
psychological depression even worse than the 
economic problems which beset us on every 
hand. To overcome it, the individual man and 
woman and youth must stop, take account of 
their inner spiritual equipment and power, and 
turn to the Bible for a saner outlook and a 
more satisfying, sustaining assurance to meet 
the constant demands of life. There are in the 
Bible peace, strength, and practical guidance in 
one’s daily problems, and these can all be had 
through an intelligent, open-hearted turning 
to its pages. 

The earnest thought and practical action, 
supported by prayer, of our readers is solic- 
ited in a united effort to reveal afresh to multi- 
tudes of men the eternal resources of the 
Bible for their needs. The Society is using 
every measure within its power to make this 
effort as widespread as possible. For the alle- 
viation of distress and for its permanent cure, 
a change in conditions is not needed so much 
as changes in persons. The Bible can, under 
God, help to bring about these changes if we 
will all give it its opportunity. Here is a 
group of practical measures, some of which 
are surely possible for every reader of the 
Recorp. Will you help? 

A fresh contact of your own with the mes- 
sage of the Bible will very possibly en- 
able you to meet better your own respon- 
sibilities. 


Can you help members of your own family 
to turn more fully and rewardingly to 
the Bible and to prayer? 

Is the family altar, with its daily reading 
from the Word of God, being maintained 
in your own home faithfully and with 
deep good to all who share in it? A re- 
newal of family worship at just this time 
may be doubly blessed, in holding all of 
the group steady and strong against temp- 
tation and despair. 

Perhaps some family, close to you as rela- 
tives or friends, is in deep distress, and 
a humble, earnest suggestion from you 
that they rekindle their family altar might 
be just the aid they need to get back into 
normal and hopeful living. 

Is there some close friend, troubled and 
lonely, who could be much strengthened 
in his daily struggle by turning to the 
Bible in daily devotions? It may help if 
you tell him what the Bible and prayer 
are doing for you and your own family or 
your closest friends. 

In your neighborhood or community there 
are very likely individuals or families who 
have no active church connections or any 
steadying religious life. Can you not 
search out one or two such families, and 
make it your task this winter to help them 
to the riches which the Bible offers, and 
to the strength which comes from fellow- 
ship with others waging similar battles 
with the resources of the Bible? 
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Some of the people you thus learn to know 
may be without any Bible in the home. 
You can help them fill this need, and our 
nearest Agency (see inside front cover) 
will gladly supply whatever is wanted, at 
very low cost. A small fund collected 
among a few neighbors can easily pay for 
the Bibles which the recipients cannot 
themselves afford; for, as far as possible, 
local needs should be met from local re- 
sources. 

In planning and later sending out your 
Christmas greetings this year, have you 
thought of using cards with the Christmas 
message from the Bible? Try this plan. 

Baskets or packages of food and clothing 
will no doubt be made up this winter in 
your community for those who are in 
need. A Gospel or a New Testament in 
such gifts will often be surprisingly wel- 
come, and may be blessed to give far 
more lasting comfort and aid than the 
rest of the gift. Individuals, neighbor- 
hoods, churches, lodges, business houses, 
are some of the units which might profit- 
ably use this suggestion. 

Your local bookstore, or the book section 
of your general, drug, or department 
store, may welcome the idea of featuring 
the Bible during the week following Bible 
Sunday, December 6. An _ attractive 
counter display, served by a competent, 
Bible-loving salesperson, an effective win- 
dow display of Scriptures, and emphasiz- 
ing the Bible in the December advertising 
are all ways in which your store may 
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gladly cooperate if properly approached. 
If we had no Bible, we should have no 
Christmas. Let us then restore this won- 
derful book to its rightful place in our 
Christmas life and thought. Your store- 
keeper will get prompt and effective co- 
operation from the Bible Societies and the 
commercial publishers of Bibles, on re- 
quest. ; 

The editor of your local paper may be will- 
ing to emphasize the Bible in his Decem- 
ber issues. You can help, by offering him 
the quotation from Dr. Speer which heads 
this article, or some of the following sug- 
gestions, which should be used only one 
at a time. 


When “things look ‘blue,’” read Isaiah 40 in 
the Bible. 


When you are lonely or fearful, read over Psalm 
27 in the Bible. 


To live successfully with your fellowmen, fol- 
low Romans, chapter 12, in the Bible. 


The best investment is described in the Bible. 
Read St. Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 6. 


When your friends seem to go back on you, stick 
to I Corinthians 13 in the Bible. 


Have you been placed in a position of very great 
responsibilityP Read Joshua, chapter 1, in 
the Bible. 


If you have experienced severe losses, read the 


last paragraphs of Romans, chapter 8, in the 
Bible. 


Further suggestions regarding this emphasis 
on the Bible in this period of distress will ap- 
pear in subsequent issues of the REcorp. 


Things Old and New among the Blind 


By Lewis Birge Chamberlain 


EWSPAPERS recently announced that 
the Rev. D. T. Lauderdale won a $2,000 
first prize in a Ripley “Believe It or Not” con- 
test, by telling the aan 
story of William Mc- 
Pherson. The story is 
an old one among 
those interested in the 
blind. Nearly twenty 
years ago the BIBLE 
Society ReEcorp car- 
ried the picture of 
Mr. McPherson and 
his blind teacher on its 
cover and told his re- 
markable story under 
the caption “A Mod- 
ern Miracle.” 
Through a prema- 


WM. McPHERSON 
Reading with his tongue. 


ture explosion at a stone quarry, he lost 
both eyes and both hands. His early 
Christian training, which he had neglected, 
and his later experiences, made him long 
for The Word. Taught by a lady, her- 
self blind, he learned to read the raised type 
with the tip of his tongue and was given an 
embossed Bible by the American Bible So- 
ciety. A friendly youth made an easel with 
a movable shelf on which a Scripture volume 
could be placed and, by a system of weights, 
could be raised line by line to bring them be- 
fore his tongue. For two decades this Bible 
reading has been the remarkable attainment 
of this sightless, handless man. It is worthy 
of mention that Miss Johnson, the blind 
teacher, overcame her handicap: sufficiently to 
graduate from Northwestern University with 
a Phi Beta Kappa key. 
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A happy new feature of the recent publicity 
has been that the prize winning minister gave 
$1,000 of his prize to Mr. McPherson. The 
other $1,000 he gave to the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyte- 
rian Church of Lex- 
ington, Virginia, of 
which he is pastor. 

A New Record 


A development 
of this year has 
been that the call 
for embossed 
Bibles has resulted 
in a new record of 
distribution by our 
Society among the 
blind in the United 
States. The total for 1931 will exceed 5,000 
volumes—practically 1,000 more than the pre- 
vious record. This increasing call by the blind 
for the Bible is chiefly due to the action of the 
Society, at the beginning of the year, making 
these costly embossed volumes available to or 
for the blind at 25 cents each. Since it takes, 
according to the system of embossing, from 
eleven to fifty-eight volumes to make a Bible, 
it will be seen that, even at this moderate price, 
a complete Bible costs the blind from $3 to 
$15. As the publication cost-price of these 
same Bibles runs from $37 to $223, it will be 
readily understood that the distribution of 
these volumes is a real expense to the Society. 


Where and Whom We Serve 


This service among the blind is not con- 
fined to the United States. Our largest serv- 
ice abroad is rendered in Japan. But some is 
rendered in all the Near and Far East 
Agencies and several of those in Latin Amer- 
ica. But this article has to do specifically with 
that rendered in the United States. 


Christian Workers 


Blind ministers and Sunday-school teachers 
are among those to whom our help means 
most. One, writing from Illinois, says, “I am 
studying hard and making good progress. Be- 
sides the joy of reading the Bible for myself, 
I am teaching the men’s Bible Class in our 
little church. I am anxious to be of some 
service to the many who, like myself, are blind 
in and about this county.” A minister from 
Georgia writes about our Small Volume of 
Scripture Passages :—‘“It will fill a great need 
in my own work; for I can put it in my music 
bag and use it on all occasions.” Another 
from Orlando, Florida, comments on the size 
and embossing, especially saying, “It is such 
a help to have a Bible, a volume of which I 
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can, standing, hold in my hand when reading 
in public. This, as you know, was practically 
impossible with any previous edition of the 
Bible (for the blind).” 


Those Long Waiting 


Those long unsupplied are naturally among 
the most eager and grateful. One, in Okla- 
homa, over thirty years ago lost her trunk 
containing volumes of the embossed Bible and 
had been without ever since, partially because 
of the known heavy cost of these volumes, and 
partially because she could not find anyone to 
help her obtain new volumes. Another, from 
Florida, had been cut off from Bible reading 
for fifteen years. Another writing from Ala- 
bama apparently had been frightened at the 
thought of the cost of the books and had gone 
without ever since she left the school for the 
blind. “At school, I heard a portion of it every 
day, and that has stood me in good stay in my 
church work, as I remember a great deal of it; 
but now that I shall have it under my finger 
tips, I am sure that I can know more about it.” 


Blind Mothers 


Blind mothers stir one’s sympathy. One 
in North Dakota was made happy when she 
wrote, “I am unable to pay for them myself, 
as I have a family of six children to support.” 
Whose heart would not respond to such as 
this from a blind mother in Tennessee? “It 
is a pity to think that I cannot buy even one 
volume of it; but, on account of unemploy- 
ment, my family is in a critical condition. I 
have always longed to own the Bible in Braille 
where I can read it myself, and especially now 
since I have children who need to be taught. 
I am hoping and praying that work will soon 
open up, and I shall be able to buy the full 
Bible. In the meantime, I wish to borrow 
the Book of Psalms, and I shall return the 
book soon.” 


An Uncomfortable Restriction 


It is happily an old story that the sympathy 
of the sighted for the blind has, down the 
years, brought to the Society funds sufficient 
to meet this special service. However, a new 
experience faces us as this is being written. 
Of the special budget for this work, about 
$4,500 is still lacking to carry it through the 
year without deficit. With this fact made 
known to those who sympathize with the blind, 
we look confidently for a repetition of the 
old story of sufficient money to meet this need 
before the close of the year. For the past 
few months the number of volumes given out 
to individuals has had to be restricted, in order 
to keep the expense within bounds. At Christ- 
mas extra calls come. What of them? 


HANKOW—Water touching the American Bible Society 
sign (at left)—four feet above the sidewalk. 


OUBTLESS this question is in the minds 
of our thoughtful readers. Is respon- 


sible leadership planning aid? And how and 
when? What is the need? 


A united appeal is to be made under the 
joint leadership of representatives of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, the Boards of For- 
eign Missions, and the China Famine Relief, 
U.S.A., Inc., uniting in forming a new organ- 
ization under the name of “Flood Relief in 
China.” To avoid conflict with the Unemploy- 
ment Relief Commission and the annual Red 
Cross appeals which are scheduled for the 
next few immediate weeks, and with the ap- 
proval of high government authorities in 
Washington, the nation-wide appeal for help 
to China will be delayed until after the periods 
assigned to these other campaigns. 


In the meantime the American Red Cross’ 
gift of $100,000 in gold, realizing approxi- 
mately $500,000 in Chinese currency; the al- 
lotment of funds by the Chinese Government 
and its arrangement with the Federal Farm 
Board for the purchase of 15,000,000 bushels 
of wheat, to be delivered in stipulated quan- 
tities through the coming months; and gifts 
from churches and individuals which are 
reaching “Flood Relief in China,” 205 East 
42d Street, New York City, are rendering 
some assistance. 

That there is great need continues to be 
increasingly revealed. A report dated Septem- 
ber 25, 1931, of three days’ air survey of 
flooded areas in the Grand Canal and lower 
Yangtze River district by Col. Charles E. 
Lindbergh has just been received. It is terse 


and vivid, and doubtless will reach the public 


HANKOW—A woman floating her possessions away in a 
washtub. 


in extenso through other channels. Here 


we may but give glimpses. 

On September 21, a reconnaissance was 
made of the flooded area between the 
Grand Canal, which runs north from Chin- 
kiang, some forty miles east of Nanking, 
and the Yellow Sea, a badly flooded area of 
nearly 8,000 square miles being observed. 

“The walled city of Hinghwa was badly 
flooded, and the surrounding fields were 
covered with several feet of water. The 
nearest ground free from flood was over 
twenty-five miles south of the city. Liter- 
ally hundreds of small villages throughout 
the entire area were standing in water, 
whrceh, in 
mary in- 
stances, COv- 
ered all but 
the roofs.” 

On Septem- 
ber 22, ‘‘sev- 
eral thousand 
square miles 
west of the 
Grand Canal 
were found 
completely 
flooded, and 
much more 
where the 
Gnops fad 
been severely 
damaged.” 

On Septem- 
ber 23 two 
Gist r hctc 
southwest of 
Nanking 
were viewed 
from the air. 
“Water was 
standing in 
the streets of 
the walled 
city of Taiping and in Kaoshun 
and Suiyang. In the country dis- 
tricts many houses were in water 
almost to the roofs, and many 
had collapsed.” 

It should be remembered that 
these were surveys around Nan- 
king and do not include later 
surveys made by Colonel and 
Mrs, Lindbergh around Hankow. 

In the statement prepared by 
Col. G. G. Stroehe, chief survey 
engineer Yangtze River Commis- 
sion, issued on September 16, the 


WUHU— | 
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Photograph by Colonel Lindbergh. 


ifferers in China? 


flood then in progress was stated to extend 
from the seacoast in North Kiangsu Prov- 
ince through the Grand Canal and Hwai 
River country to Chin-kiang on _ the 
Yangtze, thence up the Yangtze past the 
populous cities of Nanking, Wuhu, Kiu- 
kiang, and Hankow to Shasi in Hupeh 
Province—a total of 900 miles. From 
Shasi the flood extended 120 miles to the 
south, embracing the thriving Tungting 
Lake country to Hunan Province; and 
from Kiukiang it extended 100 miles south, 
embracing the rich Poyang Lake region. 

The total area seriously flooded is esti- 
mated to be 35,000 square miles, exclusive 
of lakes, and 
10,000 square 
mde. less 
seriously 
flooded, in- 
volving alto- 
gether a pop- 
ulation of 50,- 
000,000 peo- 
ple and ren- 
dering desti- 
tute 10,500,- 
000 persons. 
Our own 
Mississippi 
River flood of 
1927 covered 
20,000 square 
miles and ren- 
dered 600,000 
people home- 
less. This 
comparison 
affords some 
conception of 


the present 
disaster in 
China. The 
flooded area 


is about the 
same as that of England. 

Our own Agency Secretary, 
Dr. Lacy, writing on September 
28, emphasizes the cablegram 
printed in our October ReEcorp: 

“Flood destruction will be a great 
deal more overwhelming than earlier 
reported. Much suffering. Early re- 
lief is greatly needed.” 

Of the many pictures of flood 
scenes he has sent, among the 
first to reach this country, we can 
yresent only a few. But surely 
they tell a sad tale. 


Rising above 
the floods. 


HANKOW—Chinese Travel Service office on the Bund. 


On his suggestion the Board of Managers, 
at its last meeting, authorized Secretary Lacy 
to contribute such part of his own time and of 
the Agency staff’s time to assist in flood relief 
as he considers practicable. 

Dr. Lacy reports that missionaries are be- 
ing taken off from their regular tasks for flood 
relief work, and probably more of them will 
be so used when the bigness of the task is 
fully known, and when it is determined how 
reconstructive measures can best be carried 
out. He reports that, while waters are re- 
ceding from some of the higher grounds 
around Hankow, “this does not in the least 
indicate a similarly rapid emergence of the 
great plains of An-Hwei and Kiang-Su. Ex- 
perts see no possibility of these being drained 
before the early spring.” 

Hats off to the brave, sturdy Chinese! For 
Colonel Lindbergh reports, among the sights 
seen from his airplane, that, while “the crops 
in the area had been completely destroyed,” 
nevertheless “wherever the flood water had 
drained off, the inhabitants were replowing 
the fields and repairing what was left of their 
homes.” 

Our readers may feel assured— 

1. That the need is tremendous; 

2. That government, missionary and other 
philanthropic forces in China are doing all 
they can to meet this need; 

3. That the people of America will be pro- 
vided adequate and safe channels for aiding 
the flood stricken ; 

4. That money promptly given is doubly 
helpful, and any sums may now be entrusted 
to “Flood Relief in China,” 205 East 42d 
Street, New York City. 


HANKOW-—A food vender floating his stock and scales 
on planks. 
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A Productive Experiment 


This story comes from a lady missionary 


HE manager of the Baptist Publishing 

House conceived the happy idea of 
placing the following sign in a window of the 
Baptist bookstore on Carmo Street in the city 
of Rio de Janeiro: 

“QUEREIS SABER DA VIDA ETERNA? ENTRAE 

E RECEBEREIS GRATUITAMENTE UM EXEM- 

PLAR DO LIVRO QUE TRATA DO ASSUMPTO, 

COM A CONDIGAO UNICA DE O LERDES.” 
Translation : 

“Do YOU WISH TO KNOW ABOUT ETERNAL 

LIFE? WALK IN AND RECEIVE A FREE COPY 

OF THE BOOK THAT EXPLAINS THE SUB- 

JECT, ON THE CONDITION ONLY THAT YOU 

READ IT.” 

Attached to the sign at the bottom was a copy 
of a New Testament opened to a choice passage 
in the Gospel of John. 

The sign had been in the window only two 
weeks, when it was found that one hundred 
men and women had asked for a free copy. 

® 


Give the Book 


HE reign of King Josiah was noteworthy 

because during it the Temple was re- 
paired, but it was particularly marked by the 
finding in the house of the Lord of a copy of 
the law. Hilkiah, the high priest, discovered 
the sacred scroll, whose value was far greater 
than the sum of the silver that the “keepers of 
the door” had “gathered of the people.” Then 
follows a statement the force of which a care- 
less or hasty reader might miss: “And Hilkiah 
gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.” 
Next Shaphan, the venerable scribe, showed 
the book to the king, and read it before him. 
As a result, it created a kind of moral revolu- 
tion in Judah. 

“Gave the book to Shaphan”—-that is the 
normal method by which God’s truth is passed 
on—from man to man, from generation to 
generation. Tradition is not enough. We live 
today in a world of books. Oral communica- 
tion has its own peculiar tang and tone; yet, 
in the long sweep of time, life must express 
itself in literatures, and truth finds its temple 
to be a library. 

The particular point that we would stress 
is that, when a man has a good thing, he should 
share it with his fellows. When he possesses 
the best of things,—the Bible,—he must not 
keep it to himself. Bibles may literally be 
given to Bibleless people, but that does not 
exhaust the duty of a Christian, which is to 


Each one, for the asking, had received a 
twenty-five-cent New Testament, and each 
promised to read it from beginning to end. 
They gave their names and addresses, and some 
promised to return to buy other religious litera- 
Lune: 

“The sign must come out,” said the man- 
ager. “It is running up our bill too fast.” 
“Tt seems too bad to take it out,’ said some 
lady missionaries. “Let’s pray that it will not 
have to stay out very long.” <A few days later 
one of the ladies was able to turn over to the 
bookstore a gift of two hundred and thirty- 
four milreis. This gift made it possible for 
one hundred and fifty-five others to receive a 
New Testament. 

The sign was in the window six weeks and 
during that time two hundred and fifty-five 
asked for a copy of the book that tells about 
Eternal Life. Will you not pray that they may 
find it? 


to Shaphan! 


interpret and reveal to his fellow men the in- 
terior and vital meanings of that Word of 
words, that marvelous revelation to men of 
the thought and will of their Maker. Too few 
persons today are proclaiming the truths of 
the Bible, which is a relatively neglected book. 
Let us feed daily on that Word ourselves, — 
and be sure to bring out from it from time 
to time nutritious morsels of instruction and 
comfort to set on our neighbor’s table. Let 
us give the Book to Shaphan!—Editorial, 
Zion's Herald. 


How Big Is Your Bible? 


By C. Norman Bartlett, S.T.D. 


Bes range in size from a tiny book 
about half an inch thick, with pages no 
larger than an ordinary postage stamp, up to 
a volume of such immense proportions that 
several men are required to lift it. How big 
is your Bible? But in this query we are not 
referring to physical dimensions. The Bible 
that you really own is just as big as, and no 
bigger than, the amount of God’s Word that 
you have really made your own through study, 
meditation, and practice of its precepts. How 
large a place does the Book occupy in your 
heart and life? An honest answer to this 
question tells how big a Bible you really pos- 
sess.—Christian Endeavor World. 
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How One’s Time Is Spent 
By the Rev. H. C. Tucker, D.D., Secretary, Brazil Agency 
(Continued from page 165, October Record) 


UNDAY comes; a talk to a Sunday school, 

a sermon and a communion service that fol- 
lows, fill the morning hours. (Dr. Tucker is in 
charge of the Union Church at Rio.—Ed.) 

“The Religion of State” was the heading to 
the announcement of a public meeting to take 
place this Sunday afternoon in a large hall. 
The speaker is a young Brazilian lawyer. 

The hall, seating between five and six hun- 
dred people, was full to overflowing. The 
chairman of the occasion, before introducing 
the speaker, requested the audience to stand 


A GROUP 
IN A 
RIO 

SUBURB, 

BANDED 

TOGETHER 

TO READ 

THREE 
BIBLE 
CHAPTERS 
A DAY 


while he led in a fervent prayer for God’s 
blessing upon the gathering. 

After a few introductory remarks, the 
speaker quoted the Scripture text “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are 
God’s.” He recited facts and gave dates in a 
manner that evinced a knowledge of history. 

He traced the importance and function of 
religion, running parallel with the state 
through history, and argued that whenever the 
two had been united, and one dominated the 
other, the result was always disaster. His em- 
phasis on man’s indispensable need of religion 
and its free and unhindered exercise was strik- 
ing and forceful. 

He paid an eloquent tribute to the United 
States, and said one of the greatest days in 
human history was July 4, 1776. “Hail to 
the United States! She sets before the world 
the ideal for state and religion.” 

The audience listened attentively for nearly 
an hour. A gentleman thanked the speaker, 
and the chairman closed the meeting with an- 
other earnest and impressive prayer. 

A telephone call just before leaving for 
this afternoon meeting reported the arrival at 
a hotel of the pastor of the Balboa, Panama, 
Union Church, who was taking a vacation on 


a trip around South America after six years 
of labor in the Canal Zone. I called on my 
way back, had him with us for Sunday evening 
supper and to spend the night. He very much 
wished to visit a Brazilian church. So we 
went to our Cattete Church nearby for the 
evening worship. By 10 p. m., I was tired in 
body, but could scarcely sleep for the thought 
of the multitudes hungering for spiritual food, 
and the many who call for attention at our 
“house by the side of the road.” 

Monday was also a busy day. At noon a 


breakfast was given to the American Consul 
General, Mr. Dawson, who is leaving for his 
new post at Barcelona, and to the new Consul 
General, Mr. Lee, who comes from Lisbon to 
fill the vacancy at Rio; I was expected to 
attend. Seventy-three American gentlemen 
were present to hear words of farewell and 
welcome, and to enjoy the breakfast and good 
fellowship. Consul and Mrs. Dawson have 
been associated with the Union Church of Rio 
de Janeiro. Association with them has been 
pleasant and helpful; their interest in our 
mission work has been greatly appreciated. 

Tuesday, April 14, was Pan American Day. 
I found myself scheduled to appear at three 
meetings. A telegram advised me that Bishop 
and Mrs. Oldham, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, would be arriving by steamer from 
Buenos Aires en route for New Orleans the 
same day. I enjoyed a half-hour conversation 
with them, and then hastened to the first of my 
engagements. The first meeting was under 
the Salvation Army. The local branch has 
taken over work for sailors in this port; new 
and larger premises were to be opened for 
their international sailors’ home; I was re- 
quested to make an address to the audience of 
consular representatives, business men, sailors, 
Army officers, and others present. 
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Irom there I hurried to the Presbyterian 
Church for a service in the interest of Pan 
American friendship and cooperation. The 
republics of South, Central, and North Amer- 
icas support Brazil’s suggestion for the suit- 
able observance of a day in the interest of 
Pan American solidarity. The attendance was 
good, and the exercise, helpful to the cause. 

The third of the meetings scheduled that 
day was a popular civic session in the Muni- 
cipal Theater. 

While time and attention are being given 
to committee meetings, visitors, interviews, 
public gatherings, efforts to find employment 
for a few and to help others in need, at the 
same time the work of the Bible Society and 
store goes steadily ahead. A stream of Bibles, 
Testaments, and Gospels kept flowing through 
the mails, and also by railway and steamship 
freights, for those eager for the Word of Life. 


FISHING IN THE INTERIOR—DRAWING THE NET 


I usually manage to be absent from the Bible 
Society office and desk for only short inter- 
vals, during each day; for I must dictate and 
sign all letters, receive and authorize requests 
for Scriptures (some calls so urgent as to be 
sent by wire), and give such other help and 
direction as the work requires. It is a glorious 
privilege to preach the gospel, distribute among 
the people God’s written Word, and to serve 
one’s fellowmen. 

As I dictate, a phone message says that 
a steamer is just arriving from New York. 
Among her passengers are a missionary’s wife 
and the daughter of another. We are requested 
to meet them, see them through the custom- 
house, and engage passage by a coastwise 
steamer as quickly as possible; for the daugh- 
ter’s mother is ill at Porto Alegre. They 
must hasten. I am also advised to attend an 
important meeting of the Stranger’s Hospital 
Committee at 2:30 p.m. So, off I go. 

An hour is lost at the landing in waiting for 
the steamer to come alongside the wharf. Fi- 
nally, she docks at one o’clock. Customhouse 
officers and port employees say it will not be 
possible, by 3 p. m., to land the baggage, have it 
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examined, and then transported to the dock 
for the national coastwise steamer, there se- 
cure passages for the two ladies, and get all 
on board. “It cannot be done in two hours.” 

But I will try. Long, friendly acquaintance 
with officials calls forth their hearty coopera- 
tion. Explanations are accepted, a formality 
or two are waived to save time, and arrange- 
ments made thoroughly to examine bags and 
trunks at once. We hasten to the steamship 
agency. The sale of tickets has been closed, 
and the papers have been sent on board! If 
permission can be obtained from the maritime 
police, tickets still may be bought. 

But now we have only forty minutes! 

Thanks to the automobile, I am soon at 
maritime police headquarters; again explana- 
tions and pleas have the desired effect; an offi- 
cial jumps in the car, and we are back at the 
agency. In the meartime the ladies have been 
helped to exchange dollars for Brazilian cur- 
rency to purchase the tickets. The officer says, 
“Tssue the tickets at once. I will write out 
the authorization after they are gone. Let 
them catch the steamer if they can.” The bag- 
gage is awaiting the passengers’ tickets to be 
allowed aboard. Three heavy trunks are 
weighed. Excess baggage paid. All is on 
board. We introduce the two ladies and com- 
mit them to the care of an American banker 
friend going south; the vessel’s whistle blows 
for the third time; up goes the gangway, and 
the steamer swings off, headed for the sea. 

A glance at a memorandum of engagements 
shows that I have promised to conduct a 
thanksgiving service Friday night at the home 
of the Methodist native pastor, whose wife 
has just come home from the Evangelical Hos- 
pital after recovery from a very serious sur- 
gical operation. It is their wedding anniver- 
sary. Sunday morning I am to give a Sun- 
day-school address and sermon combined at the 
Church of the People’s Central Institute. 

A Baptist missionary drops in at the office, 
hands me a copy of a book of devotional read- 
ing (“The Victorious Life’) she has written 
in Portuguese and published. She wishes me 
to write a review. The title is striking; the 
subject matter just such as is needed for the 
nourishment and strengthening of Christian 
life and character. Certainly, if a word will 
encourage the sale and reading, I must take 
time to read the book and write that word. 
Then, too, the reading will nourish my own 
spirit, grown weary through the labors of 
these busy days, and varied incidents. 

All the time, Bibles, New Testaments, and 
Gospels ordered, continue to be sent out with 
accompanying bills and letters, and the work 
of distribution goes on without interruption. 
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How One Church Met Its Budget 


By the Rev. A. F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


et me relate an incident which is apropos. 
Many months ago a certain minister ar- 
ranged for an order of Bibles, stating that 
his church would pay for them by the first of 
next month. No remittance was received. 
Statements were sent every month regularly. 
I wrote to the pastor and reminded him of 
his promise to pay promptly, but received no 
reply. However, within a month the bill was 
paid, and shortly thereafter the pastor called 
on me and told me the following story: 

His church was so involved financially that 
they were owing large bills all over town, 
salaries in arrears, the new fiscal year close 
at hand, no one knowing what to do. He 
made personal calls on every official member, 
inducing them to come to a meeting at which 
he laid before them their situation. The dis- 
cussion indicated that no one had a plan. A 
layman arose and suggested that, perhaps, the 
church had gone to its extremity, and that this 
was the time for them to turn to God for 
aid. This suggestion struck a _ responsive 
chord, and it was agreed to meet the following 
week for prayer. After a number of such 
meetings, the general testimony was that each 
person had been helped to such an extent, that 
it was believed that, if this could be extended 
to include the whole membership, the church 
would once more prosper. 

Consequently, it was arranged that the mem- 
bership should be visited by these people, go- 
ing two by two. The program was that no 
home should be visited without first having 
made an appointment, so that the family as 
far as possible would be there. When these 
workers arrived, they told their own experi- 


ences, read a chosen Scripture passage, and 
had prayer. In most instances one or more 
members of the family also joined in prayer. 
After the little devotional meeting was over, 
these visitors said that, while this whole move- 
ment had originated in an effort to find out 
how to raise money for their budget, the spir- 
itual emphasis had become so important that 
the money raising end of it had all but been 
forgotten. 

They then gave these people pledge cards, 
with the simple request that they make their 
pledge for the following year and either bring 
it to church the next Sunday or mail it, mak- 
ing no effort to have it signed at the moment. 
By the time the new year arrived, every family 
in the church had made a pledge, some who 
had not done so for years previously. In no 
instance was a pledge reduced from what it 
had been the year before, and nearly 75 per 
cent of the pledges were increased all the way 
trom 10 per cent to 100 per cent: 

The result is, that the church has the largest 
attendance now that it has ever had in its 
history; every bill is paid, and they have 
money in all the various departments. The 
minister told me that it was only through the 
reading of the Scriptures, renewing their faith 
in God and his promises, that the original 
group were inspired to undertake this task, 
and that the testimony of these visitors was 
that in almost every home, when they asked 
the question whether the Bible was being regu- 
larly read, the answer was given in the nega- 
tive. Therefore, in every home they earnestly 
sought the promise that the Bible would be 
read henceforth daily. 


The Dynamic Book 


By Dr. E. B. Hatcher 


T must have been a thrilling occasion when 

David Livingstone stood, many years ago, 
upon the platform of the University of Glas- 
gow to receive the honorary degree of doctor 
of laws. He had just returned to Scotland, 
after serving as a missionary for sixteen years 
in Africa. It is said that while the young 
collegians are usually “bubbling over with boy- 
ish fun” when distinguished men receive their 
degrees at the university, yet when that “gaunt 
and weary” figure arose on the platform, hav- 
ing “suffered twenty-one attacks of African 
fever; with one arm, having been rendered 


useless by the bite of a lion, hanging helpless 
at his side,” the audience accorded him the 
most quiet and reverential respect. In their 
thoughts they crowned him as a hero. ‘They 
knew he would soon turn his face and steps 
back to Africa, and it is said that his words 
which stirred them most deeply were the fol- 
lowing: “Shall I tell you what supported me 
through all these years of exile among a people 
whose language I could not understand, and 
whose attitude toward me was often uncertain 
and hostile? It was this: ‘Lo, 1 am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.’” 


182 


What was it that cheered the heart and 
nerved the arm of this struggling man? It 
was a book. What was it that lighted the 
lamps of hope and set the music of joy sound- 
ing within him and electrified his soul with an 
unconquerable devotion and high purpose, and 
made him triumphant for Christ in that dark 
land? It was the Bible—particularly one little 
verse. 
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Parents are looking for a dynamic force 
which will stir their children to endeavor, and 
pastors are looking for a dynamite that will 
shatter the crust of indifference covering their 
churches, and denominations are looking for 
a dynamo that will send its mighty energies 
throughout their entire constituencies—they can 
all find it in the Book which lies neglected on 
the table-—Southern Churchman. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription ol 
$50.00 at one time. 


3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 
of $150.00 in one or two payments. 


4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented 
to Life Directors and Life Members. 


OCTOBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE sixth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and sixteenth year was held 
at the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, 
on Thursday, October 1, 1931, at 3:30 o’clock 
p. m., Vice-President Henry S. Stearns in the 
chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted in Span- 


ish by Dr. José Marcial-Dorado, Secretary of 
the West Indies Agency. 

The minutes of the fourth stated meeting of 
the one hundred and sixteenth year were pre- 
sented and approved; as were also the minutes 
of the joint meeting of the General Reference 
and Finance Committees held on September 3, 


195; 


«The minutes of the standing committees were 


presented and approved. 

The Rev. J. Newton Davies, D.D., professor 
of New Testament Exegesis, Drew University, 
Madison, New Jersey, was elected a Life Mem- 
ber and appointed a member of the Committee 
on Versions. 

Action was taken transferring the work of 


‘the Society in the western half of Colombia, 


South America, from the Upper Andes 
Agency to the Caribbean Agency, which there- 
by becomes responsible for the Society’s work 
throughout that country. 

Secretary Lacy, of the China Agency, was 
authorized to contribute such part of his own 
time and the Agency staff’s time, as he con- 
siders practicable under the circumstances, to 
render assistance in flood relief. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies: 

During the month of July, 1931: Caribbean, 
32,550 volumes, valued at $1,696.57; La Plata, 
3,420 volumes, valued at $2,099.28; Levant, 
900 volumes, valued at $374.99; Mexico, 10 
volumes, valued at $4.25; Philippines, 1 vol- 
ume, valued at $5.23; Upper Andes, 20,065 vol- 
umes, valued at $270.10; West Indies, 20 vol- 
umes, valued at $16.40; total volumes, 56,966; 
total value, $4,466.82. 

During the month of August, 1931: Carib- 
bean, 52 volumes, valued at $62.92; China, 
75 volumes, valued at $92.24; La Plata, 6 vol- 


umes, valued at $3.00; Mexico, 11,930 vol-_ 
umes, valued at $1,698.71; Upper Andes, 655 


volumes, valued at $196.83; West Indies, 170 


volumes, valued at $169.08; total volumes, — 


12,888; total value, $2,222.78. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of July were 244,817, and during the 
month of August, 271,385 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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November 1, 1931 


Dear "Record" Readers: _ 


Surely there never was a more fitting 
time than right now for increasing the circula- 
“tion of the one Book most capable of bringing 
both counsel and comfort. Yet the Society faces 
‘the probability of having a $20,000 deficit at 
the close of the financial year, December 31. 
This means reductions in Scripture distribution 
just when such reductions should not be made. 


Even though the Board of Managers at the 
beginning of this year, in anticipation of the ef- 
fects of the depression, foresaw a falling off in 
income and reduced this year's budget below that 
of 1930 by $35,000, the last few months have shown 
even so great a reduction to be insufficient - in- 
sufficient at the present rate of receipts by al- 
most exactly $20,000. . 


Won't you be among what we hope will prove. ae 
to be a considerable group of persons who are de- 4 
termined that in these discouraging days there Bre 
shall be not only no lessening of Scripture distri- 
bution but an increase in its circulation? 


Faithfully yours, 


General Secretaries =~ 


To the Secretaries 
American Bible Society : | 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. Fea a 


I am glad to send you the enclosed sum Of $....cccccccccscssscsscesscsssssssesssecoseee 
to help in the work of Scripture distribution during these days 
when messages of the Bible are so greatly needed. 


